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CRICKET AND GLOBALIZATION

Edited by Chris Rumford and Stephen Wagg
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Annual conference — key themes

Recent research and theory have expanded our understanding of global practices that in-
creasingly shape the way we conduct our lives, construct our identities and affiliations and
pursue our hopes and aspirations. Nowhere is this more evident than in the fields of leisure
and the construction of our everyday personas and lifestyles. Here, innumerable fragments
of other people's cultures flow into our lives through the Internet, films, music, art genres,
travel and holidays, health and sport practices, heritage experiences, TV, magazines and
newspapers, advertising, branding and consumerism, fashion, foods and gastronomic rep-
ertoires - among others. Sometimes they empower individuals to seek other worlds and
identities. At others, they generate resources with which to construct our preferred life
biographies or alter communities. The possibilities not just for personal but also for social
transformation resulting from these experiences are endless. Through globalizing cultures,
too, some find ways to break free from their original embeddedness within particular eth-
nic/national boundaries and form global allegiances and lifestyles for which there is no
precedent.

In contrast, the circumstances that engender indifference and/or resistance to globalizing
cultures are equally valid as themes. Thus, we also welcome papers that explore the limits
to, and possibilities for, developing a global consciousness or varieties of cosmopolitanism
as outcomes of global cultural and lifestyle experiences and/or which critique concepts in
this field. Although the primary emphasis here is on cultural experiences linked to the con-
struction of leisure and lifestyles, we also welcome papers which explore how exposure to
globalizing work, religious or political practices are changing people's identities.

Paul Kennedy, conference convenor

Special themed conference panels

The conference will feature a number of panels which will address the conference themes:

. Lricket and blobalzation — teat. Dominic Malcolm, Amit Gupta, Chris Rumford, John

Horne, Russell Holden, Tom Fletcher

¢ (co-organized by the British Sociological Association)

. Losmapolitanism — feat. Maria Rovisco, Nick Stevenson, Myria Georgiou

. Special panel convened by Didem Buhari of the ‘Changing Turkey in a Changing World'
Group

- More panels will be announced
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Prague conference on 'Global Capitalism’

An International Conference on ‘Global Capitalism and Transnational Class Formation’ took place in Prague
on |6-18 September 201. Sponsored by the Centre of Global Studies (Prague), the Global Studies Association
of North America, and the International Sociological Association Research Committee RC0Z (Economy and
Society), this was the first international conference devoted to transnational capitalist class theory and
global class formation. Over the past decade a growing body of work has established TCC theory as an im-
portant theoretical approach for examining global capitalism. The conference set out to provide a place to
share research, de- S—— == bate and explore this newly emerg-
ing network of schol- <

global capitalism and
Around B0 scholars 3
from Western, Cen-

North and South
Kong, Japan, §. Ko-

transnational class analysis.
& from 20 countries came to Prague
| tral and Eastern Europe, Russia,

There were two keynote speakers: William Robinson (University of California Santa Barbara) who spoke on
lobal capitalism and the crisis of humanity’, and Leslie Sklair (London School of Economics and Political
Science) who spoke on ‘The Icon Project: The Transnational Capitalist Class in Action’. Conference panels
covered a wide variety of topics in the context of critical studies of global capitalism, notably transnational
capitalist class and working class formations; transnational capitalist class and national capitalist class re-
|ations; elite networks; immigration and migration; global capitalism; production networks and commaodity
chains; global finance; transformation of the nation-state; the transnational state; transnational governance;
information technology and globalization; the military/industrial complex and the state.

The conference con- cluded with a business meeting
that established the Netwark far Lritical Studies on
blobal Lapitalismas | | — a framewark to facilitate ongoing
contact among the = - O g s B[] who came to Prague, many

others who were unable to attend but would have

liked to do so, and to e -%r ¢ 5 | .8 ) inform others with an interest in
global capitalism and e e transnational class formation,
widely interpreted. An organizing committee was

authorized to begin planning for another conference, preferably with the cooperation of the Global Studies
Associations in the USA and the UK, in Australia in two years time. All those interested in joining the Network
and/or participating in forthcoming activities are invited to contact Jerry Harris gharrisZ34@comeast.net

Report by Leslie Sklair and Jill Timms



The Global Studies Association (GSA) is a multi-disciplinary
scholarly association set up in order to address the vast social,
political & economic transformations of global scope which are
impacting upon the world today. The GSA provides a forum for

scholars to collaborate & explore shared responses to such Blobal Studies Assuciation

phenomenon, particularly in the context of globalisation. The multidisciplinary social science
commitment to multidisciplinarity & to the global context make
the GSA unique in its aims & scope & thus offering its members —

Chair: Chris Rumford

invaluable contacts & connections. In addition, the thematic ap-
proach of the GSA allows interests which are not easily accom-
modated in single disciplinary associations to be fully recog-
nised & encouraged. Thus individuals who share a common com- University of London
mitment to enhancing understanding of global life can find an Egham

intellectual home by working with others in the GSA. Surrey TW20 DFX

Centre for Global and Transnational Politics
Department of Politics and IR
Royal Holloway

http://www.globalstudiesassociation.org/ Phane: 01784 414133

E-mail: chris.rumford@rhul.ac.uk

Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies
The Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies is the GSA's partner journal.

http://criticalglobalisation.com/

The Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies is a fully peer-reviewed, open-access, academic journal that
invites contributors to challenge dominant ideas of globalisation. The journal seeks to bring cutting edge theo-
retical and critical reflection to bear on dominant and/or mainstream debates within the study of globalisa-
tion.

JOURNAL OF CRITICAL
GLOBALISATION
S T UBP 1 E &

Editorial team: Nathan Coombs, Anthony Cooper. Pepijn van Houwelingen, (all Royal Holloway),
Amin Samman (RBirmingham)

Recent contributors include: David Chandler, Faisal Devii, Leslie Sklair, Manfred Steger

Current Issue # 4 ‘Crisis’

Lditorial- The ldea of Lrisis by Amin Samman

International Political Economy and the Lrisis of the [970s by Julian Germann
Lveryday Nealiberalism and the Subjectvity of Lrisis by Nicholas Kiersey
lrey in brey* Lrisis, Lritigue, Lhange by Benjamin Noys



http://criticalglobalisation.com/
http://criticalglobalisation.com/Issue4/4_9_EDITORIAL_JCGS4.pdf
http://criticalglobalisation.com/Issue4/10_22_IPE_CRISIS_JCGS4.pdf
http://criticalglobalisation.com/Issue4/23_44_EVERYDAY_NEOLIBERALISM_JCGS4.pdf
http://criticalglobalisation.com/Issue4/45_60_GREY_IN_GREY_JCGS4.pdf

