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Referring to the findings of an on-going FP7 project entitled “Accept Pluralism: Tolerance, 

Pluralism, and Social Cohesion: Responding to the Challenges of the 21st Century in 

Europe,” Professor Kaya will scrutinize the stand points of different Alevi groups in Turkey 

vis-a-vis the contemporary Alevi initiative of the ruling party, Justice and Development Party 

(AKP), with a focus on the re-modification of the curricula of the compulsory courses on 

religious culture and morality given at the primary and secondary school levels. In doing so, 

he claims that the Alevis have generated two main stands in their perspectives towards the 

initiative with regard to the notion of tolerance. Those groups favouring the government 

initiative perceived the initiative as a kind of liberal tolerance, while the opponent groups 

perceived it as tolerance without recognition and respect. He argues that the fault line 

between the positions of the two groups mainly derives from their interpretation of Alevism. 

The former defines Alevism primarily within the boundaries of Islam, thus AKP’s attempt to 

Islamize Alevism does not create a problem for them. The latter, on the other hand, perceives 

Alevism as an heterodox and syncretic culture borrowing from different traditions such as 

shamanism, Islam, pantheism, Christianity etc.  
 

Professor Ayhan Kaya is Director of the European Institute at İstanbul Bilgi University. He 

received his PhD in Ethnic Relations from University of Warwick. His areas of expertise are 

political theory, ethnicity and global order, contemporary political ideologies, politics of 

cultural diversity, international migration, and politics of transnationalism. Professor Kaya 

has published extensively in his research areas. His forthcoming book is “Europeanization 

and Tolerance in Turkey: The Myth of Toleration” (London: Palgrave, March 2013). 

 

This event is free and open to all. No ticket is required. 

For further information about the LSE Contemporary Turkish Studies and its seminars and 

other activities, please contact: 

E-mail: euroinst.turkish.studies@lse.ac.uk   or Tel: +44 (020) 7955 6067 

http://www2.lse.ac.uk/europeanInstitute/research/ContemporaryTurkishStudies/Home.aspx 
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