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The Concept of Human Security 

The end of the Cold War and the increasing pace of globalization have given rise to 
fundamental changes in many of the paradigms employed in social sciences. Amongst new 
ideas, human security has become somewhat of a catchphrase. The concept of human 
security predates the Cold War. “Security” was mostly related with the “national security” 
leaving somehow aside the “human security” approach. 

With the fall of the communism and the “triumph” of democracy states started to refocus 
again in human security as an important pillar of international security. Now research 
programs shift from the so-called traditional security toward human security. 

Introduction	  

Introduction 
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Description of the Project 

1

“Debating Human Security 
Workshop” is a training project 
which is organized for the first time 
by the Center for Middle Eastern 
Studies at Sakarya University. In the 
scope of the project there will be a 
selection of 28 post- graduate 
students from different universities in 
Turkey. There will be an equal 
separation between foreign and 
Turkish students (14 foreign and 14 
Turkish citizenship students) also 
keeping the gender balance. 

The project is planned to be held 
between 23 and 25 June 2014 (3 

days). Students will arrive on 22nd of 

June and leave on 26th of June. Every 
day there will be two or three 
sessions with four speakers and the 
session will be directed by a keynote 
speaker. In the first day both of the 
sessions will concentrate on the 
theory perspective and the conceptual 
framework of human security. 
Presentations will focuse on the 
background and origins of the human 
security concept, the reasons for its 
(re)emergence, the parameters for a 
common understanding on the 
concept, and its relationship to other 
concepts such as human development 
and human rights. In the second and 
the third days the sessions will focus 
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more on the application of human 
security in different states and the 
contemporary challenges. 

During the afternoons there are 
different training programs such as 
discussion between the students about 
different topics related with human 
security. Also the program will focus 
on applying the human security 
approach to the development of social 
programs and projects, according to 
which students will be separated in 6 
groups (5 students in each group). 
Each project will connect with one of 
the main categories of human security 
such as environmental, personal, food 
security, etc. They will prepare a small 
project and a strategy to reduce the 
gaps in terms of human security, in 
Turkey or in another state. 

At the end all the papers and the best 
strategy project will be published. All 
the participants will be granted a 
certificate of participation after this 
workshop. 
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Goals and Objectives 

“Debating Human Security” Training Workshop has 5 main objectives: 

Improve and clarify the understanding of the concept of human security  

Analyzing the human security from different perspectives  

Analyzing the challenges and features of human security for today and tomorrow  

Assessing the concept of human security from theory to practice  

Academic cooperation and knowledge sharing between students and scholars  

 

As mentioned before human security is an established concept since 1994. Still in the field of the 
International Relations “human security” has raised a lot of questions and received mixed 
reactions. This workshop aims to cover both theoretical and practical perspectives of “human 
security” by trying to smooth the differences that scholars face in this regard. 

Secondly, as the participants will be foreign students and Turkish citizenship students this will 
provide the possibility for analyzing human security from different perspectives. Each of the 
participants will bring his/hers point of view on bases of their academic background and personal 
experience in the respective countries. As a result, all the students will learn from each other and 
improve their critical thinking skills from these varieties in ideas. 

By different activities and discussions the students at the end will be able to analyze the main 
challenges and features of human security. And while preparing the strategy projects they will 
have the possibility to assess the concept not only theoretically but also in practice. The main goal 
is to try to project a better future where human security is at the center of national and global 
politics. 

Last but not least one of the main objectives of this workshop is the socialization between foreign 
students and Turkish students. There will be an environment where all the participants can share 
and learn from their experiences. Furthermore they will create contacts which may be very helpful 
for their further academic career. 
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Cras	  faucibus	  tempor	  magna.	  Maecenas	  dapibus	  sodales	  erat.	  
Aenean	  sem	  felis.	  

It was the UNDP’s Human Developing Report 1994 that turned the eyes 
of the scholars and activists toward “human security”. According to the 
report, human development is defined as “a process of widening the 
range of people’s choices” meaning “that people can exercise these 
choices safely and freely- and that they can be relatively confident that 
the opportunities they have today are not totally lost tomorrow” (UNDP, 
1994, p. 23). 

Despite this the definition of the term “human security” is considered by 
many scholars as vague and difficult to define. More specifically, human 
security is considered in seven main categories: 

  • Economic security requires jobs to secure an assured basic 
income.  

  • Food security means that all people at all times have both physical 
and economic ���access to basic foods.  

  • Health security is to provide healthy environment and health 
services to meet the ���challenges of poor nutrition, infectious diseases, 
and so on.  

  • Environmental security is concerned with lack of access to clean 
water, ���deforestation, air pollution, natural disasters, and so on.  

  • Personal security is to protect human lives from threats of various 
kinds of violence ���by states and other groups. This includes 
categories like crimes, industrial and traffic ���accidents, threats to 
women, abuse of children.  

  • Community security is about threats like oppressive practices and 
ethnic clashes in ���traditional communities.  

  • Political security means the protection of human rights and 
democratization.  

Management of the Project	  

Organizers 

Institutions that will support the project: 

  • Sakarya University Center for Middle Eastern Studies (ORMER)  

  • Bilgi Kültür Merkezi  

  • Center for Strategic Research (SAM), Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkey  

  • Center for Middle Eastern Strategic Studies (ORSAM)  

  • Yurtdışı Türkler ve Akraba Topluluğu Başkanlığı (Türkiye Scholarships)  

  • Kriz ve Kritik Konferansları  

Organizing group: 

 • Assist. Prof. Dr. Murat Yeşiltaş 

 • Project coordinator: Gloria Shkurti (Albania) 

 • Member: Arzigul Eli (China) 

 • Member: Irieda Hamzaj (Albania) 

 • Member: Merve Birdane (Turkey) 

 • Member: Feyyaz Akkaya (Turkey) 

 Scientific Committee 

All the papers that will be received will be examined from the scientific committee that will 

be composed by: 

  • Assist. Prof. Dr. Murat Yeşiltaş – Sakarya University, Sakarya  

  • Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ali Balcı – Sakarya University, Sakarya  

  • Assoc. Prof. Dr. Şaban Kardaş – TOBB University of Economics and Technology, ���Ankara  

  • Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tuncay Kardaş – Sakarya University, Sakarya  

  • Assist. Prof. Dr. Hasan Basri Yalçın – Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul  

  • Assist. Prof. Dr. Talha Köse – İstanbul Şehir University, Istanbul  
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Requirements for Participants 

Abstract 

Abstracts should include the title, objectives, methodology, major findings and keywords of the 
paper and must not exceed 500 words. Both English and Turkish submissions are welcome and 
the presentation sessions will be clustered according to the submission language. All the abstract 
must be submitted not later than 01/06/2014 at this e-mail address: ormer@sakarya.edu.tr 

After the submission of the abstracts, within 5 days the scientific committee is going to evaluate 
them. All the papers that are going to be accepted will be notified via email. 

Main Topics 

The workshop main topics highlight the fundamental study areas in human security studies. 
Submissions related, but not limited, to the spectrum of the topics representing below are 
welcomed. 

• Theoretical perspectives in Human Security Studies  

• New methodologies implemented in the discipline on Human Security 

• Human Security practices in different regions:  

Middle East, Central Asia, The Balkans, Africa, Europe and America 

Important Dates 

Abstract Submission: 01/06/2014  

Notification to Abstract Acceptance: 06/06/2014  

Full Paper Submission: 20/06/2014 

	  


